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The girl in question fasted with Gandhi, took off all her jewellery,
put on the garb of mourning and had her hair cropped short as a sign
of guilt and remorse.
Soon after., a similar incident, in which his son was involved,
compelled Gandhi again, a little while before his departure from
South Africa, to undertake another fast for fourteen days.
As a result of these fasts, Gandhi's health was in a delicate state.
But his public activities were in full swing as before. At the conclusion
of the struggle in 1914, Gokhale, who was ailing in London, had sent
instructions to Gandhi to return home via London.
Gandhi felt that his mission in South Africa was over and decided
to say adieu to his compatriots. The farewell ceremonies—banquets,
meetings, presents and addresses—occupied a fortnight. Even the
South African papers paid ungrudging tribute to him. Many dis-
tinguished colonials joined in the celebrations. On July 18, the day
of his departure, Gandhi and Kasturbai were entertained at the
Town Hall of Durban^ and the gathering was presided over by the
mayor. Congratulations were received from the Bishop of Natal,
General Botha and General Smuts. All this kindness overwhelmed
Gandhi. He movingly referred to the help rendered to him by the
Europeans. He said that he would always retain the most sacred
memories of South Africa.
But Gandhi would not take any credit to himself for the triumph
in South Africa: "If I merit any approbation, how much more those
behind, -who went into the battle with simple faith, with no thought
of appreciation!" Here, he referred to the martyrdom of Harbatsingh,
Narayanaswamy, Nagappan and Valliamma.
General Smuts later referred to the memories of those eventful
years on Gandhi's seventieth birthday: "It was my fate to be the
antagonist of a man for whom even then I had the highest respect.
His activities at that time were very trying to me. For him everything
went according to plan. For me, the defender of law and order, there
was the usual trying situation, the odium of carrying out a law which
had not strong public support, and finally the discomfiture when the
law had to be repealed. For him it was a successful coup. Nor was
the personal touch wanting, In jail he had prepared for me a pair of
sandals which he presented to me when he was set free. I have worn
these sandals for many a summer since then, even though I may feel
that I am not worthy to stand in the shoes of so great a man."

